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from raiders of their own factions, if these they were. It is
said that the cry is never abused.

Others ran out on all sides, though in the dark night they
were not in touch with one another, and it seemed to me
that friend might easily be taken for foe.

An hour elapsed and there was no repetition of the sound
and, indeed, no sound at all, though my party were by no
means reassured and the stalwarts who were out remained
out to keep night watches.

I was thoroughly tired and hence very ready to believe
that the alarm had been raised by a wild beast and not an
enemy, so my vigil fell short of that of my companions. My
assumption was correct. Next morning the tracks of a wolf
were traced near by; its whoop had, it seemed, been
suspiciously like the *awan> the war cry of raiders making
the attack.

The technique of desert raiding should be studied by all
travellers. An approaching party may be friend, but is
always assumed to be foe. Had the wolf cry betokened what
we feared, my party would have responded with a fusillade
in the air in that direction - a procedure calculated to damp
the ardour of oncomers of whatever disposition. All rabias
present would have shouted their names and tribes as my
Karabis had done. The shout would have been recognised,
for almost every tribe has some vocal peculiarities. Some
friend would have shouted back his name and if reassured,
he and the rabla of my party would have advanced from
opposite sides and the approaching party have been led in.

If two parties meet by day, rabias on both sides will ride
forward to within a few hundred yards to identify and be
identified, while both main bodies halt apprehensively.
The discovery of an enemy will send the rabia fleeing back
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